Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 73C

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  





Grace Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #98B
“Unto God our Savior, Sing a Joyful song”  JOY
Call to Confession: Luke 6:27-49 - One of the greatest witnesses to our world is the love of Christ demonstrated by a believer! Countless millions have put their faith in Christ over the last 2,000 years because they saw the sacrificial love of Christ in the life of a Christian. Christians, true Christians, love their enemies! They treat others kindly in the face of evil. They share the grace of God when everything inside them screams for revenge… why? Not because they are better people, but because they are sinners gripped by the grace which God has showed to them! 


Look at this passage – are you kind and gracious and loving and non-judgmental as these verses require? No, Probably not, not if you are honest! And yet, if you have put your faith in Christ, you are loved, forgiven and accepted even though you stink at obeying HIM! That is God’s grace, and properly understood, it compels us to repent and turn from our wicked ways, to embrace lives of love toward others… lets’ do that as we come before the Lord in a prayer of confession and supplication! Let’s Pray:
Sing a Song of ASSURANCE:  #438  “I know not why God’s wondrous love”
IN FAITH,  let us generously serve God now, as we Bring to God His tithes & our additional Free-will offerings! 
Continue to Worship in Song #395   “Church of God Elect and Glorious”  
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 2:1-18 (12-18)

Sermon Title:
“Gospel Lights Shining Brightly”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #445
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for me” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#117 
“Praise Jehovah All ye Nations” 
Morning Sermon: “Gospel Lights Shining Brightly”



Philippians #17
Text: Philippians 2:12-18  
Reading:   Luke 6:27-49, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Introduction:
Children? Do you ever grumble when you don’t get your way? You know what I mean… You ask your parents if you can have a new toy, or if you could have a cookie, or something, and they say, “No” and you reply – “Of course not… You never give me what I want… Is it too hard to give me this little things… grumble grumble …!” 
You all do that sometimes don’t you?
 
WHAT ABOUT YOU PARENTS?!  When you tell your children to clean their room or to eat their veggies, or to help out with something… How do you react when they grumble, cry or refuse to obey. Do you Grumble? You know what I mean don’t you?! You might not always say it out loud, but you have that same grumbling attitude rumbling away in your heart: “Here I am, working to cook, clean and provide for this child and they can’t do a simple thing like this – Kids these days don’t have any respect… grumble grumble.” 

You may even yell/shout your grumbles – Seriously, You can’t obey for 5 minutes… after all I do for you… rumble rumble. … Or perhaps you do the more sophisticated grumble by telling your children about how it was in your day, and how you didn’t get away with this or that… and how you had it much tougher and they should be grateful that you are so easy on them. 
Children & Adults – Who here have grumbled like that before? Recently?!
NOW PLEASE UNDERSTAND… Those things might ALL be true – but you are still grumbling, and you are actually Training your children in that moment to follow your example and grumble when things don’t go your way! 
This morning, we find that the first aspect that Paul gives to explain how we should work out our salvation into every part of our life – THE VERY FIRST ASPECT HE SHARES… is Do not grumble! 








And we will explore why that is as we unpack this text this morning…
(Review) 2 weeks ago, we looked at vs.12-13, and the specifics of how True Christians will live their faith in God’s Strength. God commands you to work out your salvation with fear and trembling… If you have that Gospel Garlic in your heart, then the scent of Christ should be evident in everything that you do! It does take work and effort to do this, and yet, as we saw – it is NOT A work which you must do in your own strength! As you take the step of faith to obey and work out the faith into all of life, you will see that it was God who gave you that desire and who gives you the strength to succeed. The greatest motivation to godly living is that God Himself is active with in you, to give you the desire and the ability to serve Him!
This morning, we’ll see the How & the Why for this command to work out your salvation… As we’ll learn:


 True Christians will LIVE their faith in God’s strength as Joyful witnesses for Christ.
  We will explore that under 2 headings over two sermons:
 
I. How to Work out Your Salvation
II. Why to Work out Your Salvation
This morning we will begin with:

I. HOW to Work out Your Salvation      
(REPEAT)
In vs. 14, Paul begins describing the HOW = You are to begin working out the Gospel into all of Life by doing ALL things without grumbling or disputing! 

Now, this is fascinating… Why did God lead Paul to start there?  
WHY not start with devotional reading of the Word, or a consistent prayer life? Why not explain how to witness and share the Gospel?
Why not revisit the topic of unity and mutual love in the congregation?

It must be that Grumbling and Arguing are Big Deals to God!






 In the context of this letter to the Philippians, I believe we can give 2 answers to this question:

1) In the light of the dispute between Euodia & Syntyche (mentioned in chapter 4), it seems obvious that there was an ongoing argument in the Church which needed to be addressed. Previously, we have seen how Paul began to address that problem by calling the Philippians to unity & humility. Here, Paul is highlighting grumbling & disputing as the #1 enemy to be defeated for the Philippians because there was already conflict present or brewing in the congregation. For THEM to work out their salvation with fear and trembling – 




they needed to stop arguing and complaining!
2) The 2nd reason Why Paul started with vs.14 is because Grumbling and Disputing undermines the Gospel! 
… Not just for the Philippians, but for ALL Christians! YOU MUST PUT OFF Grumbling and Complaining and that Argumentative Spirit, because it undermines and weakens your Gospel witness. We see that fact in the way Paul argues his point in vs. 14-15: READ that with me

Do you see it?! Why stop grumbling and Disputing? So that you will Prove yourselves to be Blameless and Innocent Children of God. Paul is arguing that the ABSENCE of Grumbling and Disputing makes you shine as the Children of God before a dark and dying world! The Clear Implication is this: If you grumble and complain and argue a lot – then you don’t look like children of God! Which means that you are calling your very faith into question! 

Now, when I asked earlier how many of you struggled with this, it wasn’t just one or two of us, was it?! This complaining and argumentative spirit is all too common a problem… Which might lead you to question my interpretation… You might be wondering at this point, “How is that possible?! Are you sure that grumbling undermines the Gospel in my life?! That just seems too strongly worded!”

There are a couple of ways to prove this to you… First of all, I haven’t worded this too strongly when you compare this passage to the totality of Scripture. What happened to the Israelites in the wilderness when they grumbled?! They Died!

Think about it… When Paul reminds us about the Israelites in 1 Cor.10, we understand that they died because of their idolatry, and their immorality, and their direct rebellion and questioning of God. Those are the BIG SINS… WE get that. But when they grumbled … God still destroyed them with the destroyer! Do you remember what they complained about? They only grumbled about the quality of their food – In our day, we almost think of that as being a basic human right! Everyone should have the freedom to complain about the quality of their food – we don’t like it when our children do it, but we think that WE PERSONALLY have that right.





 And yet, What happened to those Israelites?! God warned them, then killed them. 




WHY does God think this is so serious? Their grumbling was ultimately rebellion against God’s plan. God had determined them to have that food at that time! To grumble/complain about it, was to say that God’s plan was bad! THAT is Rebellion! And God says that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft! You see, Grumbling and complaining IS one of the Big Sins of the Bible!
Let’s take a moment to explore this further… The SECOND proof that this truly is as important as I say it is… comes from the fact that Jesus teaches that if you love Him, you will obey His commands. IF you hear and obey His Words, you will build your life on the Rock of Jesus Christ! Now, You are saved completely by Faith in Jesus Christ. Your acceptance and salvation is 100% a gift of God – it is free, but daily discipleship comes at a cost. Living for the Lord and building your life on the Rock of Christ takes effort as we have seen recently. Now, that effort is empowered by God’s Spirit thru the Word as you step out in faith… but you still have to take those steps of faith. You still have to trust the Lord to provide the strength and ability to LIVE out the Faith.
And Jesus consistently taught that HIS people would behave differently! No good tree produces bad fruit, and no bad tree produces good fruit! And Jesus applies that concept to Christians by saying, “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good, and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil… “ AND Why is that the case? Jesus says: FOR His Mouth Speaks from that which fills his heart!

If your speech and attitudes are often defined by Grumbling and Complaining, that inerrantly tells everyone around you that you have a lot of grumbles and complaints in your heart! Does that sound safe or healthy to you?! 
Now, the first response of the internal lawyers of your mind/conscience is probably to say, “But I don’t really mean it when I grumble and complain… That person is to blame, they wronged me – they sinned, so I complained – not my fault!” But another person’s sin NEVER excuses yours! Grumbling and complaining ultimately is always about God’s plan and providence. Whether I sinned against you or not is immaterial! God’s providential plan was designed before the foundation of the world to bring HIM glory thru the redemption of sinners like you and me. And God cannot plan the END without simultaneously planning every intervening MEANS/Method!

There is nothing outside the Providential Plan of God. I love how our catechism puts it: Providence is the almighty & ever present power of God, by which He upholds, as with His hand, Heaven, & Earth  & All Creatures, and HE SO RULES THEM, that leaf  & blade, rain & drought, fruitful & lean years, food & drink, health & sickness, prosperity & poverty – ALL THINGS in fact, come to us not by chance, but from His fatherly Hand!

Do you see it? Your complaint about ANYTHING… Your Grumbling sullen attitude against ANYTHING… Your Argumentative spirit where you are quick to talk back to your parents, your boss, or any authority over you…. ANY SUCH GRUMBLING OR COMPLAINING IS ULTIMATELY AN ACT OF REBELLION AGAINST GOD’S Goodness/Providence!

You might be thinking, “That can’t be or we would all be dead.” We all SHOULD be Dead! But God in His grace did not save you BY YOUR Performance… but by faith in Christ. You never have, nor will deserve His grace! IT is the Perfection of Jesus Christ that redeems! And so, when we see that we all do this major sin which undermines our witness for Christ… and YET God has spared us… You have to respond: ISN’T GOD GOOD?!

Think about it this way… Who here has had a sinful grumble, complain or argument in the past week… Seriously, please raise your hand honestly. Okay… Keep your hands up if you are still breathing and God didn’t send poisonous snakes, or the destroying angel to your house this week?! 



ISN’T GOD GRACIOUS!! This is Awesome! What mercy and compassion God has given us in Christ! 

But How do we get rid of this Grumbling and Disputing?


Fundamentally, you have to become convinced of GOD’S TRUTH! If you believe what God teaches, it will transform your life. If you believe that God is in control of every action of every creature and of every object every day – then you will relax and learn to trust Him more by being less anxious and worried! If you believe that God is in control and that He is doing good things that WILL Work together for His glory and your ultimate good – then you won’t complain about what God does in your life. You will simply look for the good and wait for God to be glorified in that situation, no matter how horrible it may be! 

But again, the internal lawyers are earning their overtime pay this morning… Because the next response is probably to say, “WAIT A MINUTE!! If someone gets Cancer, or someone gets raped, or someone gets murdered, then I have a RIGHT to complain and grumble – THAT ISN’T RIGHT or FAIR!”

And the answer to that is a dose of reality and perspective. 
1) First and foremost, on your own apart from God’s grace in Christ, What do you deserve RIGHT NOW?! 

ETERNAL DEATH IN HELL! 


That is where you would be RIGHT NOW, if it were not for God’s mercy. I am sure some of you have compared your daily suffering to Hell before. “Oh, it was horrible, it was a living hell.” Now, I am not saying that your suffering wasn’t Hellish or Like Hell in one way or another… but you have NEVER tasted what Hell is like. Hell, as we have defined in our Catechism series, is the place where the worm never dies and the fire never goes out. IT is the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth – where sinners are consumed physically and spiritually for all eternity – suffering the wrath of God for sin!

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I DESERVE TO BE RIGHT NOW. Now compare that to the worst things you could imagine in this life…. They don’t compare do they? Even the death of all your children, the loss of all your property and the destruction of everything you ever had = doesn’t compare to the eternal horrors of hell! This is how Job was able to experience such loss, and yet respond in a Godly way! He had this Godly perspective which enabled him to say in God’s Strength, “The Lord Gives, the Lord Takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord!” 

The worst that this life has to offer is not even close to the horrors of what you deserve! When you understand that, then you realize that you don’t HAVE to complain or grumble… Because you have better than you deserve! The Gospel has transformed your hope/existence from death to life – and all the pain that you face in this life is as close to Hell as you will ever get! Isn’t that awesome!  Think of that when things go wrong, and you will bear it much better!

The second way to deal with grumbling is this:
2) The Gospel has not only prevented you from experiencing what you deserve… Even better, the Gospel transforms the way you look at what you receive!
I touched on this a few moments ago… If you have repented and believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, then God isn’t only sparing you from Hell … The suffering that God brings into your life is actually intended to work for your Good! All things work together for the good of them who love God and are called according to His purpose. The Righteous will lack no good thing! God is at work in you to will and to work for His good Pleasure. 


God is actually doing a good and awesome work to bless you – even in those times of suffering! Comparing your suffering to what you deserve removes part of the complaint, and understanding this – that God will use that suffering for good transforms the rest of your perspective!

Think about it this way… when pain is put in its perspective, it doesn’t hurt nearly as bad. For example, imagine that you were on holiday in Australia… And you were having an argument with your brother/sister or your husband or wife. You are not getting along, and you turn to walk away angrily and you suddenly hear your loved one yell and you get hit hard in the back. Your first response is that this argument just turned into a fight and you will be furious… But then when you turn around, You see that that other person isn’t focused on you, but on the huge Syndey Funnel-Web spider that they just knocked off your back! That is the most poisonous spider in the world that can kill you in as little as 15 minutes. When you realize that the blow that hit you was for your good, to save your life, and to save you from much greater pain than the hit itself – you would instantly change from anger to joy! 

EVERY TIME! PERSPECTIVE … Recognize that if you are in Christ, God is working for your good, and for your salvation and your ultimate holiness! You have no reason to grumble and complain, but only reasons for joy!


THAT IS… IF you are in Christ! If Not, no hope, only doom and damnation… So, Repent and Believe! 

If so, Rejoice and be at peace… And do all things without grumbling or complaining – to the Glory of the Awesome God who is working all things together for your good!

AMEN.
